	P
Patient/Population

This is the ‘who’.  For this you need to think of age, sex, ethnic origins or other defining characteristics of the patient and the population.
	I
Intervention

This is also sometimes known as exposure and makes up the ‘what’.  This is what is happening to the patient or population, so it could be a drug or a therapy, a screening questionnaire or health improvement programme.

	C
Comparison

With what are you comparing the intervention or population,  This could be the control group.
	O
Outcome

What outcome do you expect to see? For example, you may be interesting in knowing whether a health intervention has a health benefit, or whether an exposure results in increased mortality.
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Terms within a column are combined using OR.  Use AND to combine columns.

To turn a PICO Search into a simple web box search use brackets to establish the columns (no need for and in NHS Evidence or Google) in the format  (P) (I) (C) (O)  e.g.

(child OR children OR infants) (paracetamol OR calpol) (ibuprofen OR junifen) (fever)



PICO (Clinical Questions) ECLIPS (Service Design Questions) and SPICE (Qualitative Questions)  

These tools enable you to set an evidence based question and design a search strategy.  Remember this will be a natural language search in the bibliographic databases use the map to thesaurus check box to use the preferred indexing terms.


Have you searched? 

The NHS Knowledge & Library Hub library.nhs.uk/knowledgehub 
Bibliographic Databases (AMED, BNI, CINAHL, EMBASE, Health Business Elite, HMIC, MEDLINE, PsychINFO) See the Hub, above
Cochrane Library cochranelibrary.com
Google Scholar scholar.google.co.uk
TRIP Database www.tripdatabase.com 
	E
Expectation

What is the improvement, innovation you want to see?
	C
Client Group

Who is the service for?
	L
Location

Where is the service being delivered? Hospital, Community or Primary Care?
	I
Impact

What is the change in the service which is being looked for?  What is success? How is it being measured?

	P
Professionals Involved

Which professionals will deliver the service?

	S
Service

For which service are you looking for information about?


	















	
	
	
	
	

	
Terms within a column are combined using OR.  Use AND to combine columns.

To turn an ECLIPS Search into a simple web box search use brackets to establish the columns (no need for and in NHS Evidence or Google) in the format  (E) (C) (L) (I) (P) (S)  e.g.

(“Reduced Admissions”) (“Older People” OR “Old People” OR “Senior Citizens” OR Geriatrics OR OAPs) (community OR “primary care”) (“self monitoring” OR “self care” ) (“diabetes care”)





	S
Setting

This is the ‘where’.  What is the setting that is relevant to the studies you want to locate.
	P
Population

This is the ‘who’.  For this you need to think of age, sex, ethnic origins or other defining characteristics of the patient and the population.
	I
Intervention

This is also sometimes known as exposure and makes up the ‘what’.  This is what is happening to the patient or population, so it could be a drug or a therapy, a screening questionnaire or health improvement programme.

	C
Comparison

With what are you comparing the intervention or population,  This could be the control group.
	E
Evaluation

What are the evaluation factors that are relevant to the studies you want to find.

	












	
	
	
	

	Terms within a column are combined using OR.  Use AND to combine columns.

To turn an ECLIPS Search into a simple web box search use brackets to establish the columns (no need for and in NHS Evidence or Google) in the format  (E) (C) (L) (I) (P) (S)  e.g.

(“Developed World”) (“Low income mothers”) (Doula OR “Lay Support”) (“Professional Support” OR “No Support”) (“Percieved Social Support” OR “birth outcomes” OR breastfeeding)



