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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the following
information from this trust. Please may you provide me with:

1) How many secondary school aged pupils have arrived at A&E by ambulance as a result
of vaping recorded during the years 2022, 2023 and 20247

2) How many secondary school aged pupils have needed to be admitted to hospital as a
result of vaping recorded during the years 2022, 2023 and 20247

3) Of those admitted to hospital, please list the number of admissions according to age
during the years 2022, 2023 and 20247?:

*11 to 12 years old

*13 to 15 years old

*16 years old

*17 to 18 years old

4) How many of those vaping incidents with secondary school pupils recorded during the
years 2022, 2023 and 2024, contained the following substances:

THG

Spice;

THC & Spice

Please provide the information in the body of an email, or in a table, and make clear the
numbers associated with each year requested.

After careful consideration, we regret to inform you that we are unable to provide the
information requested due to the following reasons:

1. Lack of Specific Data Capture

The Trust does not capture the information at the level of detail required to answer your
request. For example, while we may record diagnoses such as “Inhalation of toxic
gas/vapour” or respiratory conditions like bronchitis, asthma, or respiratory infections, our
systems do not specifically identify or link these to vaping as a cause. Without conducting a
detailed audit of individual patient records, this level of granularity cannot be determined.



NHS

Our Ref: 20 Doncaster and Bassetlaw
Teaching Hospitals
JAN 2025 NHS Foundation Trust

As such, we are unable to extract the requested data without significant manual review.

2. Exceeding the Appropriate Cost Limit (Section 12)

Even if the information could be determined by reviewing individual patient records,
conducting such an audit would exceed the cost limit set under Section 12 of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000. The cost limit is £450 for public authorities, which equates to 18 hours
of staff time at a standard rate of £25 per hour. A detailed review of patient records to
determine vaping-related diagnoses would require significant time and resources, far
exceeding this limit.

Advice and Assistance (Section 16)

To assist you, we recommend refining your request to focus on information that we are able
to provide. For example, if you wish to request general data about recorded respiratory
diagnoses without requiring a specific link to vaping, we may be able to provide this within
the cost limit. Please let us know if you would like to submit a revised request, and we will be
happy to advise further.

Conclusion

We understand that this may be disappointing, but we hope this explanation provides clarity
on the limitations of our systems and the cost constraints imposed by the FOI Act.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you may request an internal review
by contacting us at [email address]. Should you remain dissatisfied following the internal
review, you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner's Office (ICO):

Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF



