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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

I would like to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
Could you please provide me with the following information:

1. The number of deaths recorded at your trust in the year 2023 where vaping was a cause or
contributor.

2. Please provide the ages of each person deceased, or the age range.

3. Please provide the same information for the year 2022.

Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. You
have asked for information regarding deaths recorded at our Trust in 2022
and 2023 where vaping was a cause or contributing factor.

After reviewing your request, we regret to inform you that we are unable to
provide the requested information. Our Trust does not have a specific coding
system to capture whether an individual vapes, unlike cigarette smoking,
which we can record. Furthermore, our coding system is designed for
morbidity coding—documenting conditions affecting patients during their
care—rather than mortality coding, which is undertaken by the Office for
National Statistics (ONS).

While there is a specific diagnosis code (U07.0 — Vaping-related disorder), its
use is rare, and it does not necessarily indicate vaping as a contributing factor
in a patient’s death. As such, our electronic records do not contain the
information required to fulfil your request.

You may wish to contact the ONS for mortality data that includes
contributing factors to the cause of death.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right
to request an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be
submitted within 40 working days from the date of this response, and should
be addressed to d.wraith@nhs.net.
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If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to
appeal to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be
contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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