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Freedom of Information Act Request 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information:  

 

1- Building Design: Architectural drawings/sections, floor plans. 
2- Building Fabric Information: Building construction details - building materials, latest 
refurbishment details (if any) or any recorded changes in building construction 
 

FOI Response Q1 and 2– Application of Exemptions under Sections 31(1)(a) and 

38(1)(b) (Security and Health & Safety) 

Thank you for your request regarding: 

1. Building Design: Architectural drawings/sections, floor plans. 

2. Building Fabric Information: Building construction details, building materials, latest 

refurbishment details, or any recorded changes in building construction. 

After careful consideration, we are unable to provide this information, as it is exempt under 

the following provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000: 

 Section 31(1)(a) – Law Enforcement (Prevention or Detection of Crime) 
Disclosure of detailed architectural drawings, floor plans, and building construction 

details could compromise the security of the hospital premises. Releasing this 

information into the public domain could facilitate unauthorised access, vandalism, or 

other criminal activities, thereby posing a risk to patients, staff, and visitors. 

 Section 38(1)(b) – Health and Safety 
The release of this information could endanger the safety of individuals by exposing 

vulnerabilities in the hospital’s infrastructure, potentially making it easier for threats 

such as intrusions or other security breaches to occur. Given that NHS hospitals are 

critical infrastructure providing essential healthcare services, withholding this 

information is necessary to maintain the safety and security of all those on-site. 

These exemptions are subject to a public interest test. While we acknowledge the public 

interest in transparency and accountability, we consider that the potential risks associated 

with disclosing such sensitive information outweigh any public benefit. 

 
3- Building Use: Energy consumption, gas, electricity usage (energy bills etc. to be able to calculate 
the building energy performance), and if you have, it would be good to have information on 
occupancy levels and carbon footprint data. 

 

To ensure we provide the most relevant and accurate information, could you please clarify 

the timeframe for which you require this data? For example, are you looking for: 

 A specific calendar or financial year? 
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 Monthly or annual data? 

 A multi-year comparison? 

 


