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Freedom of Information Act Request 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information:  
 

1 .What are the total number of NHS referrals for primary inguinal, femoral, umbilical and 

epigastric hernia repairs at your trust in the last 3 years with a year on year breakdown? 

Referrals are not received with this level of detail and therefore cannot answer this 

question. 

2. What are the total number of primary inguinal, femoral, umbilical and epigastric 

hernia repairs performed for the NHS at your trust in the last 3 years with a year on year 

breakdown? 

2681 

3. How many of these NHS Hernia patients were treated by Open repair? And how 

many by Laparoscopic repair? Of these treated by Open repair, how many were done 

under a Local Anaesthetic? 

Laparoscopic 354 

Repair  2327 

  

Number of repair done with local anaesthetic is less than 5 and therefore cannot be 

provided 

4. What proportion of these NHS hernia patients required an overnight stay during the 

period above or for what period you are able to provide this? 

759 

5. What is the average wait time for an NHS hernia patient to be seen in an outpatient 

clinic? 

This data is not captured and monitored therefore unable to provide an answer to this. 

6. What is the average time between an NHS hernia patient being listed for surgery to the 

operation being performed? 

This data is not captured and monitored therefore unable to provide an answer to this. 

7. How many NHS hernia patients have required readmission following any type 

of hernia surgery outlined above? 

Unable to specifically say a readmission occurred due to the hernia surgery and therefore 

unable to provide an answer to this. 

8. How many patients developed a post operative infection within 10 days of surgery? 
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Post-operative infections will be hard to find, having used the two most likely codes, which are 

very much generic, the answer to this question was 0 

9. How many patients developed chronic pain after the Hernia repair? 

Unable to answer this question. This would be coded as generic pain codes or whatever 

the clinicians decide has resulted in the pain and that’s such a wide and generic net to 

cast that we cannot answer this question 

 

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request an 

internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 working days 

from the date of this response, and should be addressed to d.wraith@nhs.net. 

  

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

  

Information Commissioner's Office 

 Wycliffe House 

 Water Lane 

 Wilmslow 

 Cheshire 

 SK9 5AF 

 Tel: 0303 123 1113 

 Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
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