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Freedom of Information Act Request 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information:  

 

I’m writing under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request information about 
the rate of sodium nitrite poisoning in your hospital trust. Please note I am asking 
about sodium nitrite, not sodium nitrate.   
For the past five years, up to and including 7 February 2025, I’d like to know the 
following:   

 

1. How many cases of sodium nitrite poisoning were there? Please break this down 
into cases of a) intentional poisoning (eg suicide) and b) unintentional 
poisoning.   

I'm requesting information from both hospital admissions and emergency department 
attendances. If intent (or a similar concept) is not explicitly recorded, please can you 
categorise the data as such, ie by creating another column as 'Intent not explicitly recorded' 
(or something along these lines) 

 
 

A. Of the cases of sodium nitrite poisoning, how many of them were administered 
Methylene Blue?  
  

 

2.  How many deaths were there where sodium nitrite poisoning was listed as the, or a, 
cause of death? Please break this down into how many deaths were caused by a) 
intentional poisoning (eg suicide) and b) unintentional poisoning. I'm requesting 
information from both hospital admissions and emergency department 
attendances. If intent (or a similar concept) is not explicitly recorded, please can you 
categorise the data as such, ie by creating another column as 'Intent not explicitly 
recorded' (or something along these lines) 

 
 

A. Of the deaths caused by sodium nitrite poisoning, how many of them were 
administered Methylene Blue?   

 

Please provide the information as an Excel spreadsheet.   
 

Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act regarding cases of 

sodium nitrite poisoning and related treatments over the past five years. 
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Unfortunately, we are unable to provide the level of detail requested due to the way 

poisonings are recorded in our systems. Specifically: 

1. Cases of Sodium Nitrite Poisoning 

o The classification system used for recording poisonings does not 

distinguish sodium nitrite poisoning separately. Instead, such cases are 

recorded under the broader category T50.6 – Poisoning by diuretics and 

other and unspecified drugs, medicaments, and biological substances, 

including antidotes and chelating agents not elsewhere classified. 

o This broad classification includes multiple different substances, making it 

impossible to isolate sodium nitrite poisoning cases specifically. 

2. Use of Methylene Blue in Treatment 

o Our coding system does not specifically link the administration of 

Methylene Blue to cases of sodium nitrite poisoning. Therefore, we cannot 

determine how many cases received this treatment. 

3. Deaths Due to Sodium Nitrite Poisoning 

o For the same reasons outlined above, deaths caused by sodium nitrite 

poisoning cannot be separately identified within our records. The coding 

does not provide a specific breakdown for this substance. 

Given these limitations, we regret that we are unable to fulfill your request as specified. 

If you would like to refine your request—for example, by requesting data on poisoning 

cases under broader classifications or through alternative data sources—we would be 

happy to assist where possible. 

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to 

request an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted 

within 40 working days from the date of this response, and should be 

addressed to d.wraith@nhs.net. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal 

to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

Tel: 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 

 

https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/

