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Freedom of Information Act Request 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information:  

 

I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the following 
information regarding your Trust’s processes to reduce medication waste. Please may you 
provide me with an answer to the following: 

  
1. Does your Trust have a formal policy on medicines waste reduction? 

i.                    Yes/No 
  

2. Have any sustainability or environmental impact assessments been conducted 
regarding your Trust’s pharmaceutical waste 
i.                    Yes/No 
ii.                   If yes, please provide a brief summary of key findings. 

  
3. Do you currently employ any staff specifically to support medicines waste? 

i.                    Yes/No 
ii.                   If yes, how many full time equivalents do you employ?  

1.0WTE Pharmacy Technician, recruited since September 2024.  
  

4. How often does your organisation report on the management of waste (including 
cost) at Board level? 

i. Annually/Quarterly/Monthly/Never/Other (please state) 
Monthly, reported to Cost-Improvement Project Team led by Chief 
Nurse. This started since December 2024.  

  
5. For each of the hospitals in your Trust, what is the value of medication you have had 

to waste in the last 2 financial years? This the value of medication that was the 
property of the hospital at the point it was wasted, i.e. the cost of medication that 
expired before int could be used. 
Due to data limitations, we cannot accurately determine the pharmaceutical 
waste values for the past two financial year.  
 

6. For each hospital in your Trust, what has been your total drug spend over the past 
two financial years? 
A total drug spend for the whole Trust of £7,500,000 was recorded for the 
financial years 2022/23 and 2023/24, including out-patient and homecare 
supplies.  
  

7. For the last two financial years combined what is the drug that you have wasted the 
most of, and what was the total cost? 
Due to data limitations, we are unable to provide this information.  

  
8. Have any sustainability or environmental impact assessments been conducted 

regarding your Trust’s pharmaceutical waste 
i.                    Yes/No 
ii.                   If yes, please provide a brief summary of key findings. 
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If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the time or cost limits 
identified in Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act, please provide advice and 
assistance (per Section 16) on how I can refine my request. 

 

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to 

request an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted 

within 40 working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to 

d.wraith@nhs.net. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

Tel: 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 

 

https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/

