NHS

Our Ref: 168 Doncaster and Bassetlaw
Teaching Hospitals
FEB 2025 NHS Foundation Trust

Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

| would like to request the following information regarding the use of processed meats
containing nitrates or nitrites in meals provided by your authority.

1. Does your organisation procure or serve processed meat (such as bacon, ham, sausages,
or other cured meats) that contain nitrates or nitrites as preservatives?

Yes.

2. If so, please provide details of the types of processed meat served and any guidance or
policies in place regarding their procurement.

Catering services are provided by Sodexo. Sodexo suppliers sign up to the Sodexo Food
Safety Code of Practice and are required to adhere to all applicable legislation. As per the
Food Standards Agency (FSA) guidance, nitrates and nitrites can be present as
preservatives in many food products. This guidance is kept under review by FSA.
Compliance with safe limits, as per legislation, would be the responsibility of the food
manufacturers/suppliers.

If the costs of processing this request exceed the limits provided for by the Act, please advise
on what information you are able to supply within the cost limit.
If any part of this request is unclear, please do let me know so that | can clarify.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to
request an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted
within 40 working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to
d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF
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Tel: 0303 123 1113
Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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