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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information:

1. How many patients with Essential Tremor were referred to specialist neurologist
services at Sheffield Teaching Hospital from Doncaster and Bassetlaw Teaching
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust in i) 2019, ii) 2020, iii) 2021, iv) 2022, v) 2023,
vi) 2024, vii) 2025?

2. How many patients with Essential Tremor were referred for Deep Brain Stimulation
(DBS) treatment at Sheffield Teaching Hospital from Doncaster and Bassetlaw
Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust in i) 2019, ii) 2020, iii) 2021, iv) 2022,
v) 2023, vi) 2024, vii) 2025?

3. How many patients with Essential Tremor were referred for MR-guided Focused
Ultrasound (MRgFUS) treatment to Sheffield Teaching Hospital from Doncaster and
Bassetlaw Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trustin i) 2019, ii) 2020, iii) 2021,
iv) 2022, v) 2023, vi) 2024, vii) 2025?

After reviewing your request, we regret to inform you that we are unable to provide the
requested information, as fulfilling this request would exceed the cost limit set under Section
12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This exemption applies when the time
required to locate, retrieve, and extract the information exceeds 18 hours (or £450) for public
authorities outside central government.

We do not maintain a centralised database of referrals made from Doncaster and Bassetlaw
Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (DBTH) to specialist neurology services, Deep
Brain Stimulation (DBS) treatment, or MR-guided Focused Ultrasound (MRgFUS) at
Sheffield Teaching Hospital. Additionally, referrals do not consistently include a recorded
diagnosis or reason for referral in a structured format that allows for easy extraction.

To provide the information requested, we would need to manually review individual patient
records, which would require significant time and resources beyond the FOI cost threshold.

Advice and Assistance (Section 16)

If you would like to refine your request, we may be able to provide more limited information,
such as:
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o The total number of neurology referrals received by Sheffield Teaching Hospital,
without diagnosis-specific filtering

e General statistics on DBS or MRgFUS procedures performed at Sheffield Teaching
Hospital, if available in existing reports

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to
request an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted
within 40 working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to
d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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