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Freedom of Information Act Request
Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

| am requesting the following information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000:
The number of admissions for those injured by the police using less lethal weapons
from January 2021 to as recently as possible in 2025, specifically by:

Tasers

Baton rounds (e.qg., plastic bullets, rubber bullets, beanbag rounds, etc)
Incapacitant chemical agents (e.g., tear gas, pepper spray, etc)
Firearms

Breakdowns of these numbers by the years 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 (till as
recently as possible).

Breakdowns of these numbers by age, gender, ethnicity, religion, and occupation.
This request is being made with the intent to have the information be published. The
request is being made in the public interest by aiming to foster a sense of transparency,
understanding of policy, and accountability with regards to public services in the UK.

We can confirm that we do not hold the requested information in the format specified.

While patient admissions data may include coded information relating to the nature of an injury
(e.g., type or mechanism of injury), it does not typically include details regarding who caused the
injury. Therefore, we are unable to identify whether the injury was specifically caused by police
use of less lethal weapons, as requested.

This means we do not hold the information in a way that allows us to identify injuries
specifically caused by police officers using Tasers, baton rounds, incapacitant chemical agents,
or firearms.

Additionally, to attempt to extract or manually review individual patient records to identify
potential causes of injury, if recorded, would likely exceed the cost limits defined under Section
12 of the Freedom of Information Act. Section 12 applies when the estimated cost of compliance
exceeds the appropriate limit (£450 for public authorities, equivalent to 18 hours of staff time).
Therefore, even if such information were held in unstructured or incidental formats, we would
not be able to extract it within the statutory cost limit.

Summary:

e We do not hold the requested information in a structured or searchable format that
identifies the police as the cause of injury.
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o Attempting to identify such cases from free text or non-coded records would likely
exceed the cost limit under Section 12 of the FOIA.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to
request an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted
within 40 working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed
to d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to
the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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