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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

I would like to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act please.

I would like to know how many people the trust employs in the Very Senior Manager (SM) grade
please. This should cover the current financial year, 2024-25 and 2023-24.

Please also include their job titles.

We can confirm that the Trust employed 9 individuals on VSM terms and conditions for
the years 2023-2024 and 9 individuals on VSM terms and conditions for the

years 20245-2025.

However, we are unable to disclose the job titles of these individuals. This information is
exempt under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 — Personal
Information.

Although job titles alone may not always constitute personal data, in this case, many of
the roles under the VSM pay framework are senior, specialist, or unique within the
Trust, and several of the post holders are already publicly identifiable through board
papers, our website, or other published materials. Disclosing specific job titles alongside
confirmation of VSM status could therefore enable identification of individuals and
reveal personal data, such as their pay level, which would constitute a breach of the UK
General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018.
Section 40(2) is an absolute exemption and is not subject to the public interest test.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request
an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40
working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to
d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF
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Tel: 0303 123 1113
Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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