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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

Under the Freedom of Information Act, can you please supply for your NHS trust/board:
e The total number of consultant-level doctors you currently have [WTE or equivalent]
271 wte

e The total number of vacant consultant-level doctor posts you currently have [WTE or
equivalent]

19 wte
Please also supply:

e The total number of consultant-level posts substantially filled by agency locums for more
than 6 months [WTE or equivalent]

10

e The total spend on agencies for locum consultants (both framework and non-framework)
for the 2024/25 financial year [£5]

£3,823,000

e Any existing or planned controls on recruitment of medical staff in 2025/26

After careful consideration, we have decided to withhold the requested information based on the
following exemptions under the Freedom of Information Act 2000

Section 36(2)(b) - Prejudice to the effective conduct of public affairs

The information you have requested regarding future staffing predictions involves data that is
still subject to ongoing strategic planning processes. Releasing this information at this stage
could undermine the ability of NHS organisations to engage in effective forward planning,
particularly as staffing decisions and related planning are influenced by evolving workforce
trends, budgetary constraints, and national health policy changes. Disclosure could potentially
result in public misunderstanding or unnecessary speculation that could hinder organisational
flexibility and impact the decision-making process.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to
request an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted
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within 40 working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed
to: [Internal review contact details].

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to
the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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