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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

| am submitting a Freedom of Information request in relation to your organisation’s contract register,
procurement strategy, and key contact information.

1. Contract Register

Please provide a complete and current extract of your organisation’s contract register or equivalent
database. We are not asking you to compile new information or manually populate missing fields — we
simply request the register in its existing form, preferably in Excel or CSV format.

Where available, we are particularly interested in the following fields (though this is not a strict
requirement):

Contract Title

Supplier Name

Estimated Spend (Total or Annual)- Section 43(2) Commercial Interests

Contract Duration and Total Period (including extensions)

Contract Start and Expiry Dates

Review Date

o Contract Description- Section 43(2) Commercial Interests

o Contract Owner (Name, Job Title, Contact Details if available) Section 40(2)- Personal
Information

Contract Notes

Managing Department

Award Date

Participating Organisations

Procurement Category

Framework or Tender References-Section 43(2) Commercial Interests

Central Purchasing Body

Classification Codes (CPV, Pro-Class, etc.)

See attached excel file

The Trust holds a central contract register and has provided the requested data in its existing
format, where available. However, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000,
certain information has been withheld under relevant exemptions, as explained below.

Data Provided:
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The attached contract register includes the following fields (where held and applicable):

e Contract Title

e Supplier Name

e Contract Start and Expiry Dates

e Contract Duration (including extensions)

e Managing Department

e Procurement Category

e Framework Name (without pricing details, if applicable)

Exemptions Applied:

Section 43(2) - Commercial Interests

Information relating to the estimated spend (total or annual), detailed contract descriptions,
and framework or tender references has been withheld. Disclosing this information would be
likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust and/or third-party suppliers by:

e Undermining the Trust’s ability to negotiate competitive terms in future procurements;
e Revealing pricing structures that may not be publicly disclosed by suppliers;
e Distorting fair competition by disclosing commercially sensitive data.

The Trust has considered the public interest in promoting openness and transparency in public
sector contracts. However, on balance, we believe the potential harm to future procurement
competitiveness and supplier confidentiality outweighs the benefit of disclosure in this instance.

Section 40(2) — Personal Information

Details relating to individual contract owners (such as names and contact details) have been
withheld as this constitutes personal data. Disclosure would contravene the principles of the UK
GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018. The Trust does not consider there to be a legitimate public
interest in releasing personal contact details of staff below board level.
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Please don’t spend time populating these fields if they aren’t readily available — we welcome receiving
the raw register as it exists in your system.

2. Total Number of Active Contracts
Please confirm the total number of contracts currently listed as active.
262 Active Contracts

3. Procurement Strategy (2025/2026)
Please provide your organisation’s Procurement Strategy for 2025/2026.
o If this is part of a multi-year strategy (e.g., 2024-2028), please provide the most recent version
covering 2025/2026 or indicate when this will be available.

The Trust’s Procurement team is currently developing a new Procurement Strategy which will
cover the period 2025-2028. This updated strategy is not yet finalised but will be published in
due course.

At present, the only published procurement strategy available is the version covering 2019-
2022 which is attached to this email

As the 2025-2028 strategy is still in draft form and not yet approved for publication, we are
unable to disclose it at this time. Once finalised, it will be made publicly available via the Trust’s
website or on request.

No redacted versions of the new strategy currently exist, as the document is still under internal
development.

o If any parts are redacted, please identify the redacted sections and the reason.

4. Contact Information

If possible, please provide the name, job title, phone number, and email address for the following roles:
o Responsible officer for APl access or data sharing (if applicable)

Individual managing the contract register
Finance Director

Head/Director of Procurement or Purchasing
Head/Director of ICT
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o Head of Estates and Facilities
o Relevant Committee Member, Councillor, or Board Member for Procurement/Finance

If direct contact details are restricted due to GDPR, please indicate the best department or method of
contact.

We consider the disclosure of direct contact details (including personal email addresses and
phone numbers) of individual staff members to be exempt under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 — Personal Information. This exemption applies because the release of
such information would contravene the data protection principles set out in the UK General Data
Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018.

The Trust does not routinely publish direct contact details for individual staff unless it is
necessary and appropriate to do so for their role. Disclosure of personal contact details where not
already publicly available would be unfair to the individuals concerned.

However, to assist you with your request, we can confirm that publicly available information,
including names, job titles, and general contact routes for relevant senior staff, can be found on
the DBTH staff structure chart, which we have attached to this response. For further
correspondence, we recommend contacting departments via the general Trust switchboard or
email contact points provided within that document.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request an
internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 working days
from the date of this response, and should be addressed to d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
Tel: 0303 123 1113
Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/

5. Additional Notes
o If your contract register is available via an online portal, please ensure all records are accessible
(as some portals may only show summary data).
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o If your organisation uses a contract management system or CRM, please confirm whether it
allows for data exports.

o If you intend to withhold spend figures, please note that we are requesting an overall total or
indicative spend only — not a line-by-line financial breakdown.

Joanna Robertson | Senior Clinical Reporter

Pharmaceutical Journal | Royal Pharmaceutical Society
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