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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information:

Wards
1. The total number of wards across the trust site

48
2. The number of wards with mechanical ventilation
43
3. The number of wards with fully HTM-compliant ventilation

The Trust can confirm that it does not currently hold a complete and centralised list
identifying each ward’s compliance status against all relevant Health Technical
Memorandum (HTM) ventilation standards (e.g. HTM 03-01). Ventilation systems are
assessed based on a range of factors including design specification, function, age of
infrastructure, and intended clinical use, and compliance is typically considered on a
system-by-system basis rather than at ward level.

In some cases, ventilation systems may meet HTM standards for their specific purpose
(e.g. general ward areas, isolation rooms, theatres), while in others, the infrastructure may
be operating to legacy standards or under ongoing review or upgrade. A comprehensive
assessment to determine full compliance for each ward would require a detailed technical
survey and validation exercise, which is not currently recorded in an accessible format.
As such, the Trust is unable to provide a definitive number of wards that are fully HTM-
compliant in terms of ventilation.

Theatres
1. The number of theatres across the trust site 30

2. The number of theatres with mechanical ventilation 30

3. The number of theatres with fully HTM-compliant ventilation 3
Risks/Compliance

1, Is a lack of adequate ventilation on your trust risk register? Yes

2. The estimated cost (if held) to reach full HTM-compliance for ventilation across the trust?
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Doncaster and Bassetlaw Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust does not hold a current or
validated estimate for the total cost required to achieve full HTM-compliance for ventilation
systems across all Trust sites.

While the Trust continues to assess and prioritise ventilation improvements in line with clinical
need, statutory requirements, and capital planning, a Trust-wide costed plan for achieving full
compliance with all relevant Health Technical Memoranda (e.g. HTM 03-01) has not been
produced to date.

Please let me know if any clarification or refinement is needed. Please note 'HTM compliance’
refers to Health Technical Memorandum 03-01 guidance (here) which should be held by the
trust.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request
an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40
working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to
d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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