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July 2025

Freedom of Information Act Request

NHS

Doncaster and Bassetlaw
Teaching Hospitals

NHS Foundation Trust

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

This is a Freedom of Information request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the “Act”). Please
provide the following information you have pertaining to ADHD and Autism assessments and post-
diagnostic services within your Trust / Health Board.

I have included tables below so you can see how the data should be broken down. However, if possible,
please use the excel spreadsheet attached to the request to input the data.

1.

Please provide your total annual spend and total number of patients (for each of the last
three financial years) on ADHD and Autism assessments, broken down by age categories

as listed below.

*For definition of “third party private providers” please see below. An example list of providers (for
ADHD) can be found here

| Apr-22-Mar-23

Apr-23-Mar-24

Apr-24-Mar-25

ADHD Total number N/A N/A N/A
assessments — | of patients
patients 18
years old and Total annual N/A N/A N/A
over spend
ADHD Total number 13 assessments | 33 assessments | 63 assessments
assessments — | of patients completed completed completed
patients <18 (Bassetlaw (Bassetlaw (Bassetlaw
years old Hospital) Hospital) Hospital)
Total annual Exempt — Exempt — Exempt —
spend Section 43(2) Section 43(2) Section 43(2)
(Commercial (Commercial (Commercial
Interests) see Interests) see Interests) see
explanation explanation explanation
below below below
Autism Total number N/A N/A N/A
assessments - | of patients
patients 18
years old and Total annual N/A N/A N/A
over spend
Autism Total number Assessments Assessments Assessments
assessments - | of patients completed. completed. completed.
patients <18 59 (Bassetlaw) 77 (Bassetlaw) 121 (Bassetlaw)
years old 226 (DRI) 199 (DRI) 191 (DRI)
Total annual Exempt — Exempt — Exempt —
spend Section 43(2) Section 43(2) Section 43(2)



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadhduk.co.uk%2Fright-to-choose%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cd.wraith%40nhs.net%7C387aa4186c3a4ca643ee08ddc8ffc468%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638887723017883498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ec2ZXSxpblZhcnJl2TmLbJvBSm5REK8AZzj8t9srvoA%3D&reserved=0
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(Commercial (Commercial (Commercial
Interests) see Interests) see Interests) see
explanation explanation explanation
below below below

We are unable to provide the information on total annual spend, as this is considered exempt
under Section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (Commercial Interests). Disclosure
of this information would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust
and/or its suppliers, as it could be used by competitors to gain an unfair advantage in future
tendering or contract negotiations.

We recognise that there is a public interest in openness and transparency, particularly around the
use of public funds. However, we consider that in this instance, the public interest in withholding
the information outweighs the public interest in disclosure, as releasing such detail would be
likely to harm the Trust’s ability to secure best value for money and protect its commercial
arrangements.

2. For Apr-24-Mar-25, please split out the total number of patients / annual spend
from question 1 by those delivered in-house vs those delivered by third party private
providers* (for Apr-24-Mar-25). Please use one row for each third-party private provider
and please also include the pathway / contract type for each third-party private provider
(e.g. block contract, right to choose):

Provider Apr-24-Mar-25
Pathway | ADHD - 18 ADHD - <18 Autism - 18 Autism - 18 Total annual
years old years old years old years old spend
and over patient and over patient
patient numbers patient numbers
numbers numbers
Example: Elr?:;st: X X X X Exempt —
Provider Section
A 43(2)
(Commercial
Interests) see
explanation
below
Block X 63 X 312 Exempt —
DBTH .
contract assessments assessments | Section
completed at completed 43(2)
B I .
assetiaw (Commercial

Interests) see
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explanation
below
n/a X n/a X n/a n/a
n/a
Total X 63 completed | X 312 Exempt -
(should completed Section
align 43(2)
with (Commercial
question Interests) see
i ;?tgLfor explanation
Mar-25) below

We are unable to provide the information on total annual spend, as this is considered exempt
under Section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (Commercial Interests). Disclosure
of this information would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust
and/or its suppliers, as it could be used by competitors to gain an unfair advantage in future

tendering or contract negotiations.

We recognise that there is a public interest in openness and transparency, particularly around the
use of public funds. However, we consider that in this instance, the public interest in withholding
the information outweighs the public interest in disclosure, as releasing such detail would be
likely to harm the Trust’s ability to secure best value for money and protect its commercial
arrangements.

3.

For Apr-24-Mar-25, please provide your total annual spend on the following post-
diagnostic services. Please find definitions for post-diagnostic services at the end of the
request. Please include volumes where your Trust / Health Board has commissioned third
party provider(s) to deliver the service.

VY
spend

ADHD -
patients 18
years old
and over

Prescriptions

n/a

Medication

Therapies

Psychoeducation

Other
support
services

ADHD -
patients <18
years old

Exempt- section 12(1) see explanation below

Autism -
patients 18

n/a
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years old
and over
Autism - Exempt- section 12(1) see explanation below
patients <18
years old

Section 12(1) Exemption — Cost of Compliance
The information you have requested is not held in a single reportable dataset. To provide the
breakdown requested, the Trust would need to:

Review patient-level activity across multiple services (Paediatrics, CAMHS, Psychology,
Speech and Language Therapy, Nursing).

Identify which cases are post-diagnostic ADHD or Autism, and then categorise support
provided into the requested service areas (therapies, psychoeducation, support services).

Manually reconcile commissioning and finance records where third-party providers are
used, as this level of detail is not held centrally.

We estimate that identifying and collating this information across the Trust would significantly
exceed the statutory cost limit of £450 (18 hours’ work at £25 per hour). Therefore, under
Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we are unable to comply with this part
of your request.

Advice and Assistance (Section 16 FOIA)
To help bring a revised request within the cost limit, you may wish to:

Narrow the scope to either ADHD or Autism only;
Limit your request to a single age group (e.g., patients <18 years old only);

Request high-level financial data (e.g., total CAMHS expenditure on therapies) rather
than service-by-service breakdowns;

Focus on whether the Trust commissions any third-party post-diagnostic services for
ADHD/Autism, without requesting detailed cost and activity data.

What is the FTE of employed clinicians in the Trust / Health Board who can conduct ADHD
/ Autism assessments, or prescribe ADHD medications? If possible, please split by role
type. Please provide answers based on FTE (rather than headcount). Please exclude
vacancies.

Unfortunately, the Trust is unable to comply as the request is exempt under Section 12(1) of the
Act, where the cost of compliance is estimated to exceed the statutory limit of £450 (equivalent
to 18 hours of staff time at £25 per hour).
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The information you have requested is not held in a single reportable dataset. To provide the
breakdown requested, the Trust would need to:

e Review individual staff records across multiple departments (Paediatrics, Child and
Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS), Psychology, Speech and Language
Therapy, Nursing).

o Establish which staff have the relevant clinical competencies for ADHD/Autism
assessments and prescribing, which is not recorded in ESR (Electronic Staff Record) in a
searchable field.

e Manually reconcile job plans, service line data, and clinic activity to confirm which staff
undertake this work and their associated Whole-Time Equivalent (FTE).

We estimate that identifying and collating this information across the Trust would significantly
exceed the statutory cost limit of £450 (18 hours). Therefore, the Trust is unable to comply with
this part of your request.

Advice and Assistance (Section 16 FOIA):
Under our duty to provide advice and assistance, you may wish to refine your request to bring it
within the cost limit. For example, you could:

« Narrow the scope to a single staff group or department;
e Limit the request to a more recent period of time; or

e Focus on the number of staff employed in relevant clinical services, without requesting
detail on specific competencies or job plan breakdowns.

ADHD assessments = Autism ADHD prescriptions

assessments
Psychiatrists
Paediatricians
Specialist nurses
Speech and
language therapists
Clinical
psychologists
Social workers
Other
Total (FTE)

5. Please provide the current number of patients, that are currently waiting for an ADHD or
Autism assessment at your Trust / Health Board. Please also provide the average (mean)
time spent on the wait list before receiving an assessment at your Trust / Health Board.
Please include the date which your figures are based on.
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\ ADHD assessments Autism assessments

Number of patients
(18 years old and over)

Paediatric service only

NHS

Doncaster and Bassetlaw

Teaching Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust

Paediatric service only

Average wait time
(18 years old and over)

Paediatric service only

Paediatric service only

Number of patients
(<18 years old)

90 Bassetlaw

152 Bassetlaw 0-18 years
285 DRI 0-5 years

Average wait time
(<18 years old)

Longest wait 18 months

Longest wait
Bassetlaw 22 months
DRI 23 months

Note: if any of the above question result in a greater administrative burden or cost of research, then we
are happy for you to respond to those questions at a later date and initially reply with responses for the

rest of the questions.

If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information exceeding the cost of
compliance limits identified in Section 12 of the Act, please as soon as possible provide advice and
assistance, under the Section 16 obligations of the Act, as to how | can refine my request.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request
an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40
working days from the date of this response and should be addressed to

d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/



https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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