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Freedom of Information Act Request 
 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information: 
 

 The total number of cath labs in your Health Board 

 The number of cath labs are in each Trust 
 The age of each cath lab 

 Any plans to refurbish any of these cath labs 
 The volumes of private cardiology activity done in these NHS cath labs 
 Any trusts within the Health Board considering procuring managed cardiology services 
 Volume of NHS Cath lab and Outpatient Cardiology Activity last three years, broken by HRG code 

 Volume of Private Activity last three years, broken by CCSD code 

 Revenue of total NHS cath lab activity, last three years 

 Revenue of total Private cath lab activity, last three years 
 Private pricing schedules for all private cardiology activity, cath lab and outpatients 
 Profit & Loss last three years for private cath lab activity 

 Waiting list time by HRG code for cath lab procedure as of 1st June 2025 

 Waiting list time for New Patient Consultation as of 1st June 2025 

 Waiting list time for Cardiac CT as of 1st June 2025 

 Waiting list time for Cardiac MRI as of 1st June 2025 

 Waiting list time for Transthoracic Echo as of 1st June 2025 

 Waiting list time for ambulatory monitor fitting as of 1st June 2025 

 12 month and 24 month re-do rate of Atrial Fibrillation procedures 

 12, 24 and 36 month Morbidity and Mortality rate for PCI 

 Residual book value of all cardiac assets in current inventory 

 Any Outsourced work to independent sector providers and if so, the volumes of activity you 
outsource, and the revenue values of outsourced activity, on a line-by-line basis 

  
 Are you interested to explore a managed clinical services solution in your Health Board to 

support the potential reclaim of VAT on your consumables and/or the opportunity to release 

working capital through a ‘sale and leaseback’ (technology transfer agreement) of equipment 
and assets? 

 Are you interested to explore a ‘cardiology movement hub’, namely an independent sector 
provider developing an elective cardiology hub to provide cath lab procedures allowing the 
acute Trust in your Health Board to concentrate on emergency and more complex activity to 
remove scheduling conflicts and so reduce waiting times? 

 
 

Under Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act, public authorities are not obliged to 

comply with a request if the estimated cost of doing so would exceed the appropriate limit, 

which is set at £450 for NHS organisations. This equates to 18 hours of staff time, calculated at a 

flat rate of £25 per hour. 
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Unfortunately, due to the volume, complexity, and breadth of information requested across 

multiple departments and financial years, we estimate that to identify, extract, review, and collate 

the data for all elements of your request would exceed the cost limit. Specifically: 

 The request spans over 20 distinct data points, several of which require detailed clinical 

coding (HRG and CCSD), financial breakdowns, asset registers, private income reports, 

and waiting list data – all of which are held in different systems or across multiple Trusts 

or business units. 

 Some elements would involve manual review of historic records or engagement with 

multiple departments (Cardiology, Finance, Procurement, Estates, and potentially third-

party providers). 

Advice and Assistance (Section 16) 

To help bring your request within the appropriate cost limit, you may wish to consider narrowing 

the scope. For example, we may be able to assist if you: 

Focus on one or two key areas, such as: 

o The number and age of cath labs; 

o NHS cath lab activity volumes over the past year; 

o Any active or planned managed service contracts. 

If you would like to refine your request, we would be happy to review and advise accordingly. 

Please note that if resubmitted, some elements may still be subject to other exemptions under the 

FOI Act (e.g., Section 43 for commercial interests or Section 40 for personal data). 

 
 

 

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request 

an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 

working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to 

d.wraith@nhs.net. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 
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SK9 5AF 

Tel: 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/

