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Freedom of Information Act Request

| am writing to submit a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request under the 20-day
response requirement, to inquire whether your organisation intends to come to market
for bank or agency management services in the next 12 months. Specifically, | would
appreciate information on:

1. Whether the trust plans to tender for these services in the near future.

2. The scope of services expected to be included in the upcoming tender.

3. The key point of contact within the trust responsible for this area.

1-2. The Trust regularly reviews its workforce and staffing solutions, including bank and agency
management services. While discussions and strategic planning are ongoing, details regarding
any potential future procurement activity, including whether or not the Trust intends to tender for
these services within the next 12 months and what the scope may include, are currently under
development and not finalised.

In accordance with Section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Trust is
withholding this information on the grounds that its disclosure would be likely to prejudice the
commercial interests of the Trust. Releasing details of future procurement intentions and strategy
ahead of any formal tender process could undermine the Trust’s ability to obtain best value for
money and affect the integrity of any future competitive process.

Additionally, where relevant plans are due to be published, the Trust may also rely on Section
22(1) (information intended for future publication), where applicable. This exemption applies
because the Trust may publish contract opportunities through established procurement channels
such as Contracts Finder or Find a Tender, once details are finalised.

e Contracts Finder — for contract opportunities above £12,000 (excluding VAT) in England:
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk

e Find a Tender Service (FTS) — for higher-value contracts above the relevant thresholds for
public sector bodies:
https://www.find-tender.service.gov.uk

Both exemptions are subject to the public interest test. While the Trust recognises the public
interest in transparency and accountability, we believe the greater public interest lies in
preserving the fairness and effectiveness of future procurement activity.

3. For general procurement or workforce-related enquiries, the Trust’s Procurement Team
can be contacted via:
dbth.procurement@nhs.net
Please note that under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act, the Trust does
not disclose the names or contact details of staff below senior management level, as this
constitutes personal data.
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If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request
an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40
working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to
d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner'’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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