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Freedom of Information Act Request 
 
 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information: 
 

Please provide the following information, broken down by month, between January 2020 and 

July 2025 inclusive. If this is not possible, please instead provide it broken down by calendar 

year, 2020 to 2025 inclusive. 

 

1. The number of times a patient was admitted where exposure to air pollution (International 

Classification of Diseases, tenth revision (ICD-10) code Z581)* was recorded as a contributing 

factor to the admission. 

(* I understand this is the code used by NHS trusts to log exposure to air pollution, but if your 

trust uses a different code or some other system, please still provide the relevant data) 

 

1a. If possible, please tell me what the primary diagnosis was for each of these admissions. 

(For clarity, I want to know total numbers admitted with each primary diagnosis — for example, 

if 45 people were admitted with a primary diagnosis of asthma where exposure to air pollution 

was identified as a contributing factor.) 

Year Admitted Patients 
2020 # 
2021 # 
2022 # 
2023 13 
2024 17 
2025 10 

 

2. Please tell me how many of the patients in question 1 subsequently died in hospital. 

 We cannot provide the count for in-hospital deaths due to the low number of 

cases see exemption below. 

 

Please note that, where the number of cases is fewer than five, this has been replaced with an 
asterisk (*). This is to protect patient confidentiality and prevent the potential identification of 
individuals when data is presented in small numbers. 

This information is withheld under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 – 
Personal Information. This exemption applies where disclosure would contravene one or more 
principles of the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR), in particular the principle 
relating to fairness, lawfulness, and transparency. Where numbers are very small, individuals 
could be identified either directly or indirectly when combined with other information that may 
be reasonably available in the public domain. 
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Accordingly, figures fewer than five have been replaced with “*”. 

 

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request 

an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 

working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to 

d.wraith@nhs.net. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

Tel: 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/


Our Ref: 515 
August 2025 
 
 
 
 
 

 


