NHS

Our Ref: 517 Doncaster and Bassetlaw
August 2025 Teaching Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust

Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:
If possible, could you kindly help with a few questions about the calendar year 20247
e Approximately how many blood transfusions were carried out?

e Which departments performed these transfusions, and how many in each?

We have looked into this request, but the Trust does not hold information in a reportable format
on the number of blood transfusions carried out or the departments in which they were
performed. While details of transfusions are recorded within individual patient records for
clinical purposes, this information is not collated centrally. To retrieve it would require a manual
review of individual records.

The work involved in locating, extracting, and collating this information would exceed the cost
limit set out under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, which exempts public
authorities from providing a response where the cost of compliance is estimated to exceed the
appropriate limit (£450 / 18 hours of staff time for NHS Trusts).

Accordingly, under Section 1(1)(a) of the Act, the Trust confirms it does not hold this
information in an accessible or reportable format.

You may find it helpful to contact NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT), who are responsible for
blood supply and may be able to provide national or regional statistics. NHSBT can be contacted
via their Freedom of Information team: foi@nhsbt.nhs.uk.

e What fluid warmer(s) do you use to warm blood during transfusions (make and
model, if known)?

The Stihler Electronic - Astotherm Plus.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request
an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40
working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to
d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office
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Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
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Tel: 0303 123 1113
Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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