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Freedom of Information Act Request 
 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information: 
 

Request 

With the above points in mind, we request under FOIA that you provide, (preferably in 

Microsoft Excel or an equivalent machine-readable format) the following information in respect 

of suppliers which were not paid in within 30 days for the period starting 1 April 2019 to the date 

of this request: 

1. Supplier Name 

2. Invoice Date 

3. Gross Invoice Value 

4. Payment Date 

5. Late Payment Compensation or Interest Paid (if any) 

Clarification: 

We reiterate that this request: 

(a)    is limited to information which should (if proper records are kept) be readily available 

from a purchase ledger system and should therefore be possible to retrieve without any difficulty 

and without imposing any significant burden; 

(b)    relates to organisations (not individuals) who are entitled to be paid out of public funds for 

public services, and we do not require the disclosure of any personal information of any 

individual person; 

(c)    does not require the disclosure of any confidential information or information to the 

production of which there could be any other lawful objection. 

 
 

The Trust acknowledges its statutory duty under the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 to report 
on the proportion of supplier invoices paid within 30 days. This high-level data is published 
annually via the Trust’s accounts and NHS Improvement reporting returns. 

However, the specific and detailed dataset you have requested — comprising invoice-level 
information including supplier names, invoice dates, gross values and payment dates — is 
withheld under Section 43(2) of the FOIA (Commercial Interests). 

Disclosure of this level of granularity would be likely to prejudice both the Trust’s and suppliers’ 
commercial interests by: 
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 Revealing detailed financial dealings with individual suppliers, which competitors 

could exploit to gain unfair advantage in future tendering or contract negotiations. 

 Undermining supplier confidence, potentially discouraging organisations from 

engaging with the Trust if they believed individual invoice and payment performance 

would be made public in detail. 

 Impacting future procurement processes, where disclosure could distort competition 

and pricing, ultimately reducing value for money for the NHS. 

 

Public Interest Test 

We recognise the public interest in transparency and accountability for the timely payment of 
suppliers from public funds. This is supported through the publication of summary statistics on 
payment practices (e.g., proportion of invoices paid within 30 days). 

However, on balance, we consider that the public interest in withholding the requested 
information outweighs the public interest in disclosure. This is because disclosure would cause 
real and significant harm to the Trust’s and suppliers’ commercial interests, which in turn would 
not be in the public interest as it could reduce the Trust’s ability to secure best value for money 
in future contracts. 

 

Information Already Publicly Available 

For reference, the Trust’s annual accounts (published on our website) include details of overall 
payment practice performance, including the percentage of invoices paid within 30 days and the 
average time taken to pay suppliers. 

You can find the most recent set of accounts here: https://www.dbth.nhs.uk/about-us/how-we-
are-run/annual-report 

 

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request 

an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 

working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to 

d.wraith@nhs.net. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

 

https://www.dbth.nhs.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/annual-report/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.dbth.nhs.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/annual-report/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

Tel: 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
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