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Freedom of Information Act Request 
 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information: 
 

Please send me copies of audited accounts for years 2024-2025 

 

Copies of the Trust’s audited accounts are published on our public website. You can access them 
via the following link: https://www.dbth.nhs.uk/about-us/publications/annual-reports-and-
accounts 
 

At present, the 2024/25 audited accounts have not yet been published. These will be made 

available following completion of the audit process and submission to NHS England. We 

anticipate publication by the end of September 2025, in line with statutory reporting 

requirements. 

This information is therefore exempt under Section 22(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 

2000, which applies to information intended for future publication. 

Public Interest Test 

Section 22 is a qualified exemption and requires the Trust to consider the balance of public 

interest: 

 Factors in favour of disclosure now: 

o Promotes openness and transparency about the Trust’s financial position. 

o Provides earlier access to information that may be of public interest. 

 Factors against disclosure now: 

o The accounts are subject to external audit and assurance processes and therefore 

are not yet in their final, verified form. 

o Premature disclosure could risk the release of incomplete or unverified 

information, which may mislead or cause unnecessary concern. 

o It is reasonable and in the public interest that the accounts are published in their 

final audited version, at the same time as other NHS organisations, in line with 

national reporting requirements. 

On balance, the Trust considers that the public interest is best served by withholding the draft 

information at this stage and publishing the final audited accounts by the statutory deadline. 

 

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request 

an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 
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working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to 

d.wraith@nhs.net. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

Tel: 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
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