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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

I would like to kindly request copies of any asbestos registers, asbestos surveys, asbestos removals and
all documents regarding presence of asbestos at the Montagu Hospital.

| have considered the information on your website regarding your Asbestos Policy and other documents
but would like to request a more specific list of asbestos documents at Montagu Hospital if available.

Should you have any queries or wish to discuss my request further, please do not hesitate to contact me
via email.

Further to my previous email for an FOI request at Montagu Hospital, | would also like to kindly
request copies of any asbestos registers, asbestos surveys, asbestos removals and all documents
regarding presence of asbestos at the Bassetlaw Hospital in the same fashion.

The Trust holds information relating to asbestos management across its estate, including
Montagu and Bassetlaw Hospital, in compliance with our statutory duties under the Control of
Asbestos Regulations 2012.

However, we are unable to provide the information requested for the following reasons:

1. Section 38(1) — Health and Safety
Disclosure of detailed asbestos registers and surveys would reveal precise locations,
conditions, and management arrangements of asbestos-containing materials across
Montagu Hospital. Making this information public could compromise the safety and
security of staff, patients, contractors, and visitors by increasing the risk of malicious
interference. We consider that disclosure would endanger the health and safety of
individuals and is therefore exempt under Section 38(1).

2. Section 12 — Exemption where cost of compliance exceeds appropriate limit
The request covers multiple document types (“any asbestos registers, asbestos surveys,
asbestos removals and all documents regarding asbestos”) over an extended period.
Retrieving, reviewing, and redacting the volume of documentation to ensure that no
sensitive information (e.g., staff names, contractor details, security-sensitive data) is
disclosed would exceed the statutory cost limit of £450 (18 hours).

3. Section 43(2) — Commercial Interests
Some asbestos-related reports and removal documentation are produced under contract
by specialist providers. Disclosure could prejudice the commercial interests of both the
Trust and those suppliers by revealing detailed contractual and pricing information.

For these reasons, your request is refused under Sections 38(1), 12, and 43(2) of the FOIA.
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Information Available

The Trust’s Asbestos Policy and summary information on our management approach is
published on our website:
Asbestos Management Plan

This sets out the framework the Trust uses to ensure asbestos is managed safely and in
compliance with legislation.

Public Interest Test

We have considered the public interest in disclosure, including transparency and accountability
in how the Trust manages its estate. However, we believe that the public interest in withholding
detailed asbestos records outweighs the interest in disclosure, due to the risks posed to health and
safety, security, and commercial interests.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request
an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40
working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to
d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/



https://www.dbth.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/CORP-HSFS-10-B-v.12-Asbestos-Management-Plan-1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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