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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

| am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. | would
like to obtain the following information:
e The number of surgical removals for a miscarriage under 20 weeks, known
as Dilation and Evacuation, which took place in your trust in the past five years.
o The number of these surgeries which were sent for genetic testing

This FOI follows this article https://www.gazette-news.co.uk/news/25393764.essex-
womans-miscarried-baby-lost-hospital-contaminated/.

Under Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Trust is not obliged to comply
with this part of your request, as the cost of locating, retrieving and extracting the information
would exceed the appropriate limit set out in the Freedom of Information and Data Protection
(Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004.

This is because the information you have requested is not recorded in a way that can be easily
retrieved or reported from our systems.

To determine which surgical cases were miscarriages under 20 weeks gestation, each individual
patient record would need to be manually reviewed to identify the gestational age from scan or
clinical notes. This would involve going through a significant number of patient records over the
five-year period, which would exceed the statutory cost/time limit (18 hours of staff time or
£450).

Additionally, there is no central field or coded dataset within our electronic systems that links the
procedure type with gestational age or subsequent genetic testing.

Advice and Assistance (Section 16):

To help narrow your request, you may wish to consider refining it to a smaller time period (e.g.
one year), or to a specific site or service (for example, Gynaecology Theatre activity at
Doncaster Royal Infirmary). We could then review whether it is possible to extract any relevant
data within the cost limit.

Please note that even with a refined timeframe, it is likely that some degree of manual review
may still be required, and a full dataset may not be possible.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request
an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40
working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to
d.wraith@nhs.net.
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If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 0303 123 1113

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/



https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/

