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Freedom of Information Act Request 
 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information: 
  
 
1. In the last 5 years, how many A&E admissions have there been where ‘ketamine’ has 
been recorded (either in patient notes or free text field ‘reason for visit’). Please provide the 
information for the following years: 
A) 2025 
B) 2024 
C) 2023 
D) 2022 
C) 2021 
  
2. Please also provide age breakdown of these figures, including under 16s, for example: 0-
5, 5-10, 11-16, 17-22, 23-30 etc 
 

The Trust is unable to provide the information requested. The Emergency Department 
clinical systems do not record or categorise the use of specific substances, such as 
ketamine, within coded data fields. Where information relating to drug use or poisoning is 
recorded, it is captured within free-text clinical notes, which are not searchable for reporting 
purposes. 

Therefore, the Trust is unable to identify or extract the number of attendances where 
ketamine has been specifically recorded as a factor in the presentation. 

In accordance with Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act, we can advise that the 
only way such data could be obtained would be through a manual review of individual 
patient records, which would exceed the appropriate cost limit set out in Section 12 of the 
Act. 

 
  
I’m aware that because ketamine is classified as a dissociative anaesthetic, it therefore falls 
under the general code ‘poisoning by anaesthesia’ and ‘ketamine’ is not always specifically 
recorded. However, in reference to the Section 16 obligations of the Act, please provide 
advice and assistance as to how such information can be obtained. 
  
If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the cost of compliance limits, 
please let me know how I can refine my request. 
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If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request 

an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 

working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to 

d.wraith@nhs.net. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

Tel: 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
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