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Freedom of Information Act Request 
 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information: 
  

 

 

I would like to make a request for information under the Freedom of 

Information Act. The query is in relation to the rollout of NHS 

England’s Federated Data Platform (FDP). 

 

Please could the following questions be answered in relation to the 

Trust's connection to the FDP: 

 

1) Has the trust already adopted, or agreed to adopt the FDP? If there 

are plans to and it has not already gone live, which date is the FDP 

due to go live within the trust? 

 

The Trust has not yet adopted the FDP, but it is investigating its use. There is no confirmed go-

live date at present. 

 

2) In what capacity is the FDP being used or planned to be used within 

the trust? This includes which products of the FDP, which clinical and 

non-clinical areas, and for which purposes. 

 

Current plans are exploratory. The Trust is considering how the FDP could support joined-up 

care and data-driven improvements, but there is no detailed breakdown yet of products, 

clinical/non-clinical areas, or specific purposes 

 

3) Who is/are the lead person(s) responsible for the FDP rollout 

within the trust? 

 

The identified lead for FDP rollout is the Head of Analytical Services 

 

4) If the FDP has already been adopted, are there plans for the 

efficacy and use of the FDP to be reviewed? If so, what date is this 

due to take place? 

 

N/A 

 

5) We are aware that Palantir Technologies, the company responsible 

for the FDP, is  being used within the Home Office, Cabinet Office, 

MOD and by certain police forces and councils. Can the trust give 100% 
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assurance that identifiable personal and/or confidential data will not 

be shared with other government departments or private companies? 

 

The Trust operates under the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR), the Data 

Protection Act 2018, and established NHS confidentiality principles. Any sharing of personal data 

must comply with these legal frameworks and is subject to strict governance, authorisation, and 

audit controls. 

The Federated Data Platform (FDP) is designed around Secure Data Environments and the ONS 

Five Safes framework, which emphasise controlled access rather than unrestricted sharing. This 

means that data is accessed securely for authorised NHS purposes only and is not freely shared 

with other organisations. 

If any organisation, including a government department, requests access to data, this must be 

formally reviewed through the Data Access Request Service (DARS) process. This process 

assesses the legal basis, purpose, and confidentiality safeguards before any data is released. In 

rare circumstances where data may be used without explicit consent, this can only occur under 

Section 251 of the NHS Act 2006, and only with the approval and oversight of the 

Confidentiality Advisory Group (CAG). 

Locally, the Trust’s Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) and Data Processing Agreements 

specifically require that all processing complies with these safeguards. There is no indication or 

agreement in place for the routine sharing of identifiable personal or confidential data with 

other government departments or private companies without a lawful basis and the necessary 

approvals. 

 

 

6) Please can you release all documents, emails, meeting minutes, 

attachments and other communications relevant to the FDP rollout 

within the trust. 

 

The Trust has not yet adopted the Federated Data Platform (FDP). As such, there are no formal 
documents, meeting minutes, or communications relating to an FDP “rollout” at this time. 
However, where internal correspondence or briefing material exists that references the FDP in a 
speculative or preparatory context, this information is being withheld under the following 
exemptions of the Freedom of Information Act 2000: 

• Section 22 – Information intended for future publication, as some of this material forms part 
of ongoing internal reviews and will be made publicly available once the Trust’s position and 
approach have been finalised in line with national guidance. 

• Section 36(2)(b)(i) and (ii) – Prejudice to the effective conduct of public affairs, as the 
premature release of internal discussions and draft documents could inhibit the free and 
frank exchange of views between officers, and prejudice the Trust’s ability to make informed 
decisions about future participation in the FDP. 

• Section 43(2) – Commercial interests, as disclosure could prejudice the commercial interests 
of the Trust and third parties by revealing preliminary discussions, technical considerations, 
or procurement options before any contractual decisions are made. 
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The Trust considers that, on balance, the public interest in maintaining these exemptions outweighs 
the public interest in disclosure at this time, as releasing incomplete or draft material could lead to 
misunderstanding of the Trust’s position and impact ongoing national and local decision-making 
processes. 
Once the FDP position and associated documentation are finalised and publicly released, this 
information will become accessible via the Trust’s website or through NHS England’s published 
materials. 
 
 

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request 

an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 

working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to 

d.wraith@nhs.net. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

Tel: 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
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