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Freedom of Information Act Request 
 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information: 
 
 Would it be possible to have a copy of the asbestos removal policies / works that have been done at both 
the Montagu Hospital and Bassetlaw Hospital and any asbestos policies that are currently in place? 
  
If it is to do with asbestos removals or asbestos policies that are in place to protect staff then there should 
not be a worry about causing worry to staff about potential asbestos. This would be because asbestos would 
have been removed if it is to do with a removal and asbestos policies are designed to be there to protect 
staff members. 
  
Hopefully also by narrowing the search to just asbestos removals this could reduce the time frame below 18 
hours as well. 
 
Following a full review, the Trust upholds its original decision to apply exemptions under Sections 38(1), 
12(1) and 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 with the follow up request above. 
Section 38(1) – Health and Safety 
Even when limited to asbestos removals, disclosure of the underlying reports or documentation would still 
reveal sensitive information such as the precise locations, condition, and management of asbestos-
containing materials across the Trust’s estate. This could compromise the safety and security of staff, 
patients, contractors, and visitors by increasing the risk of malicious interference or unauthorised access to 
restricted areas. 
Section 38 protects against disclosure that could endanger health or safety. It does not apply solely to 
information that may “cause worry.” The exemption therefore remains valid even when the information 
concerns removal works that have already taken place. 
Section 12(1) – Cost of Compliance 
While you have sought to narrow the scope of the request to asbestos removals, this would still require the 
identification and review of multiple records across several sites and years. Each project is documented 
separately by specialist contractors and stored within technical health and safety files. The manual effort 
required to retrieve and review all relevant material, and to redact sensitive or personal information, would 
exceed the statutory cost limit of 18 hours (equivalent to £450) set out in the Freedom of Information and 
Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004. 
Section 43(2) – Commercial Interests 
The Trust also continues to rely on Section 43(2) in respect of information produced under contract by 
external asbestos removal suppliers. These reports include commercially sensitive pricing, methodology, 
and risk assessment details, disclosure of which could prejudice the commercial interests of both the Trust 
and its suppliers in future tenders and contract negotiations. 
Information Available 
The Trust’s overarching Asbestos Management Plan, which outlines the governance and safety measures in 
place to protect staff and patients, remains publicly available on the Trust’s website: 
🔗 DBTH Asbestos Management Plan (CORP-HSFS-10-B v.12) 
This document provides transparency on how asbestos is managed in accordance with the Control of 
Asbestos Regulations 2012, without disclosing site-specific or security-sensitive details. 
Conclusion 

https://www.dbth.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/CORP-HSFS-10-B-v.12-Asbestos-Management-Plan-1.pdf
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After reviewing both your original and follow-up requests, the Trust concludes that the exemptions 
previously applied remain appropriate and proportionate. The public interest in withholding the detailed 
asbestos information continues to outweigh the public interest in disclosure, given the ongoing health and 
safety, security, and commercial sensitivities involved. 
Accordingly, the Trust’s original decision is upheld in full. 
 
 
If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request 

an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 

working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to 

d.wraith@nhs.net. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at: 

 

Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

Tel: 0303 123 1113 

Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
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