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Freedom of Information Act Request

Under the Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request the following information:

| am writing to formally request information on endometriosis diagnoses in patients through
the Trust and numbers for those on waiting lists. Please could you respond with the
following information.

1) The number of patients who have been issued/received referrals for endometriosis-related
care at any of the local hospitals under your NHS Trust each calendar year from 1 January 2018
to 31 December 2024;

Year Admitted Patients
2018 260
2019 266
2020 163
2021 237
2022 295
2023 357
2024 424

2) The number of patients who were listed as awaiting a referral appointment (i.e. still on the
waiting list) for any hospital/specialist centre (whichever is applicable) under your NHS Trust for
endometriosis-related care as of 31 December 2019;

CalendarYear Total
2018 10864
2019 11236
2020 8460
2021 11384

2022 13976
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2023 15713

2024 15170

3) The number of patients awaiting a referral appointment (i.e. are still on the waiting list) at
time of writing for any hospital/specialist centre (whichever is applicable) under your NHS Trust
for endometriosis-related care.

The Trust is unable to provide this information.

Patients referred with symptoms or conditions related to endometriosis are managed within the
broader gynaecology service. We do not hold a separate referral pathway or waiting list that
specifically identifies patients awaiting care for endometriosis.

To determine these cases, we would be required to manually review individual patient records to
establish the clinical reason for referral. This level of investigation would necessitate an audit of
each record and cannot be undertaken within the time and cost limits prescribed under Section
12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 12 explanation:

Under Section 12, a public authority is not obliged to comply with a request if doing so would
exceed the appropriate limit, which for NHS organisations is 18 hours of staff time (equivalent to
£450). Extracting the requested information would require a manual review of a large number of
individual clinical records, and the work involved would exceed this limit. As such, the
information cannot be provided.

If you are not satisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to request
an internal review. Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40
working days from the date of this response, and should be addressed to
d.wraith@nhs.net.

If you remain dissatisfied after the internal review, you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO can be contacted at:
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Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF
Tel: 0303 123 1113
Website: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/
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