
                                                                 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
All current and future funding information on 
NHIR funding can be found on the NIHR 
Funding website. 
 
NIHR funding includes: 
 
Department of Health and Social Care  

▪ UK – Japan collaborative clinical trials on 
children and young people's cancers 
(deadline 17th February) 

Future Leaders Fellowship 

▪ Future Leaders Fellowship (Cohort 2) 
(deadline 14th January) 

Postdoctoral Award 

▪ Postdoctoral Award (Cohort 4) 
(deadline 14th January) 

Programme Development Grants (PDG)  

▪ October 2026  
(deadline 16th December) 

Health and Social Care Delivery Research 

(HSDR) Programme  

▪ NIHR James Lind Alliance Priority Setting 
Partnerships rolling funding opportunity 
(deadline 20th January) 

▪ Researcher-led  
(deadline 20th January) 

Invention for Innovation (i4i)  

▪ i4i Product Development Awards - October 
2026  

▪ i4i Product Development Awards NICE early 
use recommendation - October 2026 
(deadline 2nd December) 
 

Programme Grants for Applied Research 
(PGfAR) 

▪ PGfAR - October 2026  

(deadline 2nd December) 

Research Delivery Network  

▪ Strategic funding 

Wider care settings funding  
(deadline 17th November) 
 

▪ Research Professorship 
 Research Professorship (Cohort 17)) 
(deadline 9th December) 

Research Programme for Social Care 

▪ Research Programme for Social Care - 
September 2026 

Senior Clinical and Practitioner Research 
Award  

▪ Cohort 4 

Pre-Application Support Fund  

▪ Cohort 10 

Short Placement Award for Research 

Collaboration  

▪ NIHR SPARC (Cohort 13) 

Knowledge & Library Service 

Research Funding Bulletin  
October 2026 

 

 

 

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding-opportunities
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding-opportunities
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FTVCs0yMh4vD%3Fe%3Dd029d5d0f8%26c2id%3Dc700a66e0ae0f0d70b5c6a4f309350be%26m%3DBMsG2zM7LQMHFNpm3x0FKig5Y9xs7exVHJlfTJ9KoJyONmHytjw0r-S5fqHQ&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.france1%40nhs.net%7C01a008364edc43783d4b08df369572b1%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639289687643288456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZYvKU6f8zJ1i8K1JY4zAqaLUuSJ6JavkIvQD7zQicW4%3D&reserved=0
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Better Methods Better Research (BMBR) 

Programme 

▪ Development of novel evaluative 

methodologies to overcome systemic barriers 

in social care research 

▪ Researcher-led 

▪ The use of synthetic data in health and social 

care research  

 

Health Technology Assessment Programme 

▪ Researcher-led - primary research 
▪ NIHR NICE rolling funding opportunity  
▪ NIHR James Lind Alliance Priority Setting 

Partnerships rolling funding opportunity 
▪ Broad call for interventions for improving 

outcomes in adults with faecal incontinence 
▪ Definitive social care evaluations 
▪ Interventions for children and young people 

with nonprogressive motor disorders 
affecting their speech 

▪ Interventions for school-aged children with a 
developmental stammer 

▪ Reducing central line-associated 
bloodstream infections in neonates 

▪ Speech and language therapist-led 
interventions for school-aged children with 
developmental language disorder 

▪ Early surgical intervention compared to 
standard care in neonates with symptoms of 
necrotising enterocolitis (NEC) 

 

Public Health Research (PHR) Programme 

▪ Using ‘big data’ to impact health and health 
inequalities  

▪ Women's health communication 
▪ NIHR James Lind Alliance Priority Setting 

Partnerships rolling funding opportunity  
▪ NIHR NICE rolling funding opportunity 
▪ PHR researcher-led  

Themed call     

Shaping and supporting the health, public 
health and social care workforce of the future 

Health Technology Assessment (HTA) 
Programme 

▪ Increasing social support and parenting 
skills for parents with learning disabilities 

Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation (EME) 
Programme 

▪ EME Researcher-led 

▪ NIHR James Lind Alliance Priority Setting 
Partnerships rolling funding opportunity  

▪ NIHR NICE rolling funding opportunity 

 

Better Methods, Better Research (BMBR) 
Programme  

▪ Development of novel evaluative 
methodologies to overcome systemic 
barriers in social care research  

▪ The use of synthetic data in health and social 
care research 

 

 

 
UK Medical Research Council 
Opportunities – UKRI 
 
▪ Experimental medicine stage one 
Apply for funding to investigate the causes, 

progression and treatment of human 
disease. 

 
▪ Experimental medicine: invited stage two 

application 
Apply for funding to investigate the causes, 
progression and treatment of human disease. 
 
 
▪ Using the ‘Our Future Health’ data resource 

for research 
This is a pilot scheme through which the 
Medical Research Council (MRC) will cover 
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FA20ZT5_GBcU%3Fe%3Dd029d5d0f8%26c2id%3Dc700a66e0ae0f0d70b5c6a4f309350be%26m%3D3y2U80CkS4ge7bNtryWQRUr6W0d5A7U2I4p0kK-rzgmPMXqIPjd6UlCkeZ0f&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.france1%40nhs.net%7Cc17ef58b0faf483e4db208def46ee0d0%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639216954252011688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oH%2BuOhX7sQXhrfPmwtBxunWYyggS3SE%2BKzeQ3rfSeNI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/?filter_council%5B%5D=824
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/experimental-medicine/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/experimental-medicine-invited-stage-two-application/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/experimental-medicine-invited-stage-two-application/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/using-the-our-future-health-data-resource-for-research/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/using-the-our-future-health-data-resource-for-research/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


  

data access costs for eligible researchers who 
are currently supported by MRC. Data is 
accessed through Our Future Health and you 
must apply for access through the Our Future 
Health process. 
 
▪ MRC: new investigator research grant: 

applicant-led 
Apply for funding to take the next step 
towards becoming an independent 
researcher. Your research must be in the 
remit of the Medical Research Council. You 
must have:  
▪ the skills and experience to ‘transition to 

independence’ 
▪ the support of an eligible host research 

organisation 
 

▪ MRC Centre of Research Excellence: round 
five: outline application 

Apply for MRC Centre of Research Excellence 
(MRC CoRE) funding to tackle complex and 
interdisciplinary health challenges. 

 
Other Funding Opportunities 
 
Wellcome Trust 
 
All Funding Opportunities can be found on the 
Welcome Trust website. 
 
▪ Wellcome Early-Career Awards 
You can apply to this scheme if you are an 
early-career researcher and you are ready to 
design, plan and deliver your own innovative 
research project that aims to: 
• advance understanding in your field 
and/or 
• develop methodologies, conceptual 
frameworks, tools or techniques that could 
benefit health-related research. 
During the award, we expect you to: 
• expand your technical skills and/or your 
experience of different research 
methodologies or frameworks 
• build a collaborative network with other 
researchers in your field 

• develop your people management skills 
• advance your understanding of how to 
complete research responsibly and promote a 
positive and inclusive culture. 
By the end of the award, you should have the 
research maturity to develop, manage and 
lead your own creative, independent research 
programme. 
If you decide not to pursue a career in 
research, you’ll have transferable skills that 
you can use in roles related to research or 
outside of research, for example in industry or 
teaching. 
▪ Award: Your salary and up to £400,000 for  
research expenses. Certain costs do not count 
towards the £400,000 research expenses 
limit.  

▪ Wellcome Career Development Awards 

Summary:  You can apply for a Wellcome Career 
Development Award if you are a mid-career 
researcher and you are ready to lead a substantial 
and innovative research programme. You must 
aim to make a key contribution to your field by: 

▪ generating significant shifts in 
understanding 

▪ and/or 
▪ developing methodologies, conceptual 

frameworks, tools or techniques that could 
benefit health-related research. 

▪ During the award, we expect you to: 
▪ develop your research capabilities and 

leadership skills 
▪ support others to undertake research 

responsibly and promote a positive and 
inclusive culture 

▪ start training the next generation of 
researchers and develop their research skills 
and careers. 

▪ By the end of the award, you should have 
achieved international standing in your area 
of research. 

▪ You should also have the skills and 
experience to apply for permanent positions 
at research organisations. 

▪ Award: You should ask for the resources you 
need for your research programme – see the 
'Research costs we'll cover' section on this 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.ukri.org%252Fopportunity%252Fmrc-new-investigator-research-grant-applicant-led%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019ad4f0414a-b183cb1a-dc1c-4e21-954a-16f659a5c348-000000%2FxgrnXpkpl0Sdfpe4pwNWM3r8x128eAs2GDsWcAQ7uZM%3D433&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.france1%40nhs.net%7C5885d9e634cd4381785b08de3013e1f1%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639001059110491479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PbFao82fYlTrznzXyCspdn%2B%2FDlD78krJnvM5D%2FpKJWA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.ukri.org%252Fopportunity%252Fmrc-new-investigator-research-grant-applicant-led%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019ad4f0414a-b183cb1a-dc1c-4e21-954a-16f659a5c348-000000%2FxgrnXpkpl0Sdfpe4pwNWM3r8x128eAs2GDsWcAQ7uZM%3D433&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.france1%40nhs.net%7C5885d9e634cd4381785b08de3013e1f1%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639001059110491479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PbFao82fYlTrznzXyCspdn%2B%2FDlD78krJnvM5D%2FpKJWA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/mrc-centre-of-research-excellence-round-five/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/mrc-centre-of-research-excellence-round-five/
https://wellcome.org/research-funding/schemes/wellcome-discovery-awards
https://wellcome.org/research-funding/schemes/wellcome-early-career-awards
https://wellcome.org/research-funding/schemes/wellcome-career-development-awards
https://wellcome.org/research-funding/guidance/prepare-to-apply/mid-career-researcher
https://wellcome.org/research-funding/guidance/prepare-to-apply/mid-career-researcher


  

page. You will need to work with your 
organisation to justify your request in the 
context of the support they will 
provide.  The annual expenditure for a 
Career Development Award is usually below 
£250,000 excluding the applicant’s 
salary.  Applications above this value will be 
subject to additional scrutiny. 

 
▪  Wellcome Discovery Awards  
Summary: You can apply for a Wellcome 
Discovery Award if you are a researcher who 
wants to pursue bold and creative research 
ideas. You must aim to make a major 
contribution to your research field by: 
▪ generating significant shifts in 
understanding 
and/or 
▪ developing methodologies, conceptual 
frameworks, tools or techniques that could 
benefit health-related research. 
An award can be held by an established 
researcher or a team of researchers led by an 
established researcher. 
▪ Award: You should ask for the resources you 
need for your research programme – see the 
'Research costs we'll cover' section on this 
page. You will need to justify this in your 
application. The average size of a Discovery 
Award is £3.5 million. Applications above £5 

million will be subject to additional scrutiny. 
 
British Heart Foundation 

▪ Clinical Study Grants – deadline 13th 
January 2026 

 
 
Diabetes UK 
▪ Project Grants  (deadline – 1st December 

2026) 
▪ Early Career Small Grants (deadline – 1st 

December 2026) 
 

 
Cancer Research UK 
 
▪ Clinical Research Funding Scheme (deadline 

3rd December) 
▪ Early Detection and Diagnosis Programme 

Award (deadline 21st January 2027) 
▪ Early Detection and Diagnosis Project Award 

(deadline 3rd December) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Further information 

If you need help accessing any of the links outlined above please contact Katherine France, Knowledge & 

Library Service Manager, Katherine.France1@nhs.net 

Please see our website for information about Knowledge & Library Services available to you. 

https://www.dbth.nhs.uk/services/library-services/  

 

 

 

 

If you are applying or thinking of applying for one of these funding opportunities, please get in touch 

with the research team. They can offer support, advice and guidance throughout the application 

process.  Contact: 01302 644073 or emailing dbth.clinicalresearch@nhs.net 

 

https://wellcome.org/research-funding/schemes/wellcome-discovery-awards
https://www.bhf.org.uk/for-professionals/information-for-researchers/what-we-fund/clinical-study
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/our-research/for-researchers/applying-for-funding/funding-schemes/project-grants
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/our-research/for-researchers/applying-for-funding/funding-schemes/early-career-small-grants
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/for-researchers/apply-for-and-manage-your-funding/our-funding-schemes/clinical-research-funding-scheme?_gl=1*1rnc3q9*_ga*NzYyMTQ0MDMxLjE3ODYwMDkxMzg.*_ga_58736Z2GNN*czE3ODYwMDkxMzckbzEkZzEkdDE3ODYwMDk2MDYkajQ5JGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*NzgxODk2NzUwLjE3ODYwMDkxMzg.
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/for-researchers/apply-for-and-manage-your-funding/our-funding-schemes/early-detection-diagnosis-programme-award?_gl=1*ccw224*_ga*NzYyMTQ0MDMxLjE3ODYwMDkxMzg.*_ga_58736Z2GNN*czE3ODYwMDkxMzckbzEkZzEkdDE3ODYwMDk5MDckajYwJGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*NzgxODk2NzUwLjE3ODYwMDkxMzg.
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/for-researchers/apply-for-and-manage-your-funding/our-funding-schemes/early-detection-diagnosis-programme-award?_gl=1*ccw224*_ga*NzYyMTQ0MDMxLjE3ODYwMDkxMzg.*_ga_58736Z2GNN*czE3ODYwMDkxMzckbzEkZzEkdDE3ODYwMDk5MDckajYwJGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*NzgxODk2NzUwLjE3ODYwMDkxMzg.
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/for-researchers/apply-for-and-manage-your-funding/our-funding-schemes/early-detection-diagnosis-project-award?_gl=1*nxs1yw*_ga*NzYyMTQ0MDMxLjE3ODYwMDkxMzg.*_ga_58736Z2GNN*czE3ODYwMDkxMzckbzEkZzEkdDE3ODYwMDk5NTkkajgkbDAkaDA.*_gcl_au*NzgxODk2NzUwLjE3ODYwMDkxMzg.
mailto:Katherine.France1@nhs.net
https://www.dbth.nhs.uk/services/library-services/
mailto:dbth.clinicalresearch@nhs.net
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